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PERSISTENCE PREVAILS



From the Founder's Desk

L. Brian Jenkins

Entrenuity delivered a robust array of trainings, workshops, coaching 

sessions, and resources to entrepreneurs in 2023. We leveraged our physical 

space and historic location to attract more entrepreneurs, partners, and 

funding, thus amplifying our ability to provide community, support, and 

resources to entrepreneurs. We strategically navigated various hurdles, 

including financial constraints, staff changes, system failures, and external 

pressures, adapting our offerings based on the evolving needs of the 

entrepreneurs we serve and forging new collaborations to expand our reach. 

Leveraging opportunities, skillfully handling challenges, and strategically 

navigating a path to success is necessary for any entrepreneur to succeed, 

just as it was necessary for Entrenuity to achieve our objectives for 2023 

successfully. 

I'm grateful to the Lord for His faithfulness and to you, our generous 

supporters, for helping us create meaningful change in the lives of countless 

entrepreneurs. Your partnership has been instrumental in shaping the success 

of Entrenuity, and we eagerly anticipate the continued journey ahead 

together.

https://www.entrenuity.com/lbj-press-page


Board of Directors

Entrenuity

James E King

CONSULTANT

Jim is a knowledgeable and trusted 

consultant with 30+ years of experience in 

the commercial construction industry, 

providing invaluable expertise, insight, and 

guidance on complex projects and regulatory 

requirements.

VICKI KIM

Managing Partner

Vicki is an entrepreneur and creative 

strategist who brings over a decade of 

experience as a restaurateur to the table.

Ralph Kindred, J.D., MBA

Corporate Strategist | 
Transformation Leader | 
Growth Partner

Ralph is a corporate strategist and 

galvanizing leader with more than 20 years of 

progressive experience in strategy 

development, operational leadership, 

innovation, change management, business 

development, marketing, multicultural team 

leadership, and communication.

Calmetta Coleman

COO, CHIcago Urban League

Calmetta is a senior communications leader 

with a track record of success serving in high-

profile organizations in the non-profit, higher 

education, and corporate sectors.

Mark King, CFA

Impact Investor | Private 
Debt | Venture Finance

Throughout his career, Mark has focused on 

providing debt capital to entrepreneurs. For 

over 20 years, Mark and his core team have 

invested $1.6 billion in 560+ venture capital-

backed companies at several different 

companies.

“My ongoing commitment to serving on the board of Entrenuity stems from the urgent need to create a sustainable and thriving entrepreneurial ecosystem for people of color in the Chicago area. I firmly believe that 

by supporting organizations like Entrenuity, we can empower individuals and uplift communities, fostering economic opportunities and driving social progress. The phenomenal growth and success of Entrenuity, 

coupled with Brian's remarkable leadership, have solidified my steadfast dedication to their work. I am honored to contribute to their mission and to be a part of their journey toward creating a brighter future for 

aspiring entrepreneurs. Together, we can build a world where everyone has equal access to opportunities, regardless of their background.”

"I have been engaged with Entrenuity as an 

advisor and board member for nearly two 

decades because I believe supporting the 

growth of Black-owned businesses is one 

of the most important ways to strengthen 

our communities and, ultimately, reduce 

the racial wealth gap." 



Sustainability Strategy

Entrenuity has provided entrepreneurship education, training, and resources for aspiring entrepreneurs, 

educators, and organization leaders for over 20 years. The key to our sustainability as an organization has 

been successfully implementing multiple strategies for generating revenue:

Fee-based entrepreneurship programming for youth and adults locally, 
nationally, and internationally. 

Fee-based training and resources for entrepreneurship educators (teachers, 
community leaders, youth advisors, nonprofit leaders, etc.) locally, nationally, 
and internationally.

Long-term relationships with investors, corporate sponsors, and business 
partners, building an influential, diverse, and committed investor network.

Integrating for-profit business initiatives to add revenue streams, while 
providing jobs and learning opportunities to program participants.

Secured $2.3M in gifts and financing to purchase and renovate historically 
significant building in the South Loop for Entrenuity headquarters, thereby 
acquiring asset and increasing capacity for additional revenue-generating 
opportunities.
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Programs, Business Initiatives, & Partnerships 

Mox.E CoWORKING

Creating community for entrepreneurs by offering shared 

and private workspace, conference rooms with enterprise-

level technology, networking opportunities, and access to 

Entrenuity programming, events, and affinity groups.

OverFlow COFFEE AND The Common Cup

Black-owned and managed specialty coffee shops in the 

South Loop and Rogers Park neighborhoods of Chicago.

Entrenuity Programming

Business accelerator, workshops, classes, business and 

leadership coaching, facilitator trainings, business boot 

camps, business simulation game workshops, and event 

programming via OAD Productions.

OAD Productions

OAD Productions produces events and hosts private 

rentals for Overflow Coffee–offering an intimate venue 

with a high-end, customized audio/visual system and a 

dedicated production team to ensure an excellent 

experience for artists, audiences, and guests.

StartingUp Now & SUN Suite 

Print and online resources for learning/facilitating 

entrepreneurship, including StartingUp Now: 24 Steps 

workbook and Facilitator Guide, SUN Suite business 

planning and financial apps, and SUN Business Simulation 

Game.

Know More Nonprofits

Book, workshops, and podcasts addressing sustainability 

and funding strategies for nonprofit and for-profit 

organizations.
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MOX.E COWORKING

Do Your Job!

36% Growth Rate from 2022

Open Coworking

Phone Booths

Conference Rooms with Smart TVs

Private Offices

Event Space

Enterprise Level Technology

On-Site Coffee Shop

Virtual Mail

"I really appreciate the opportunity to cowork with such a diverse array of 

individuals who are happy to share skills and opportunities with others. The 

energy of the space is so uplifting!  More personally, as a Black woman, it 

feels very special to have a space where I can meet and be in community 

with other women of color in particular, across generations and fields of 

expertise. MoxE is definitely something special."  ~Haley D.

“Being a Mox.E member has impacted my entrepreneurial 

journey so that I don’t feel lonely, but seen and supported 

among a community that cares.” ~Kenya B.
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Donate

https://www.entrenuity.com/#donate
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